This is the second issue of the new Iroquois Association
Newsletter initiated by the Iroquois Advisory Council in
the Spring of this year. The Newsletter will be emailed
to churches in our association. We hope that churches
will print copies and distribute or email to interested
members and officers of your church. Additional hard
copies will be mailed to churches and available at the
annual association meeting for posting and distribution.

Rev. Joe Folckemer and the members of Hillview
Community Church will host the annual fall meeting of
the Association osunday, October 30 from 2 - 5 pm

at their church located at 7382 O'Brien Road in
Baldwinsville, NY.

We hope to have representatives from all the churches in
our association present. The meeting will begin at 2pm
with registration, gathering, refreshments and tours of
the new wing of the church which was constructed in

record time after the collapse of the church's former

community building under heavy snow in February.

At 2:30 pm, we will worship together as we celebrate
completion of the new addition to the church and its 50th
anniversary. Our annual meeting will follow and
include reports from our officers and committees,
election of officers and approval of an Association
budget for the coming year.

Updates on Association and Regional ABC/NYS
programs will include the latest on the Regional
Enhancement Team and their activities, revitalization of
the Lay Study program in the association and the
Missional Church program underway by 6 churches in
our Association.
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In April, the Regional ABC/NYS Board of Mission

made the decision to eliminate the positions of field
ministers throughout the state and fill their roles through
volunteers named with the concurrence of their
associations to serve on the Regional Enhancement
Team of ABC/NYS.

Field Ministers including our association's interim area
minister, Rev. Tom Hast, officially ended their jobs on
June 30 and the regional office looked to each of the
associations to endorse volunteers to serve on the RET.
In the Iroquois Association, we distributed the
application forms and requested that anyone interested,
please contact the moderator.

In discussions with the Iroquois Advisory Council (the
elected governing board of the Assaociation), it was
decided that the Council would:

1. Name 4 persons to serve on the RET by June 30.

2. Gather information from churches in the
Association on the field ministry needs of
our churches via a survey.

3. Report at the Association's annual fall meeting on
the RET and obtain association -wide
endorsement of the team members.

4. Request that Rev. Tom Hast continue to work with
specific churches in the association on issues he
had been working on - assisting the Association
and those churches in this way to allow a
transition period for the RET to get trained and
functioning.

The RET members have joined others named from
associations around the state and have participated in
two training sessions and conference calls led by Interim
Assistant Executive Minister Jane Lang.
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The four persons named from our association to serve on
the RET are: Rev. Keith Wimmersberger of Tully

United Community Church, Joyce Camp of

McGrawville Baptist Church, Rev. Neil Strong of

Port Byron Baptist Church and Association moderator
Sue Miller from Fay Rd. Baptist.

The major role of RET members as called on by the
Region at this time is assisting local churches in the
Search process and being available to assist churches in
locating and identifying resources for other local church
issues.

On behalf of all the churches in the Iroquois Association,
Moderator Sue Miller thanked Rev. Tom Hast for his
service to the Iroquois Association as interim field
minister. "I've enjoyed working with Tom even when
we've been working on issues that weren't enjoyable -
like Regional finances," Sue said. She noted that Rev.
Hast served for four years as the primary contact for the
Regional office in the Association and he's offered
guidance to churches in the pastoral search process,
represented the denomination in discussions with other
denominations about united churches and attended every
Association meeting including all meetings of the
Iroquois Advisory Council.

"We thank you for your commitment, thank you for

caring and thank you for your service to our Association,
its people, its pastors and its churches," Sue concluded.
Gifts given to Rev. Hast from the Association included a
handcrafted Burmese jacket symbolic of his commitment
and work with the Burmese churches in the area, a berry
vine plant for his garden representing the Vine and

Branches and Tom's help nurturing the branches which
are the churches and their people yielding the sweet
fruits of his ministry including the 2 new Burmese
churches becoming members of the Association. The
final gift was a gift certificate to a restaurant near his
home for a fun night out with wife, Shawn, to enjoy.
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The highlight of the Association's Spring meeting on
Saturday, May 22 at the First Baptist Church of Auburn
was welcoming the Karen and Chin Christian Churches
into full membership of the Association.

Prior to the vote and the service of membership, Rev.
Tom Hast and Rev. Paul Bailey interviewed the pastors
of both churches and they shared information about their
churches' histories and current activities and ministries.
Both pastors warmly thanked the Association and its
churches for their financial and prayer support as they
established their churches and for help given to church
leaders and congregations as they settled into the area.

The service included a statement of commitment from
the pastors and members of the Karen and Chin churches
to maintain an active status with the Association in
service and fellowship and a statement of commitment
from the pastors and members of the other churches in
the Association represented at the meeting to support our
new member churches by holding them in prayer and
welcoming them as partners in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The service concluded with the singing of the
Doxology first in Chin, then Karen, then English then all
three at once in a Pentecostal moment that brought tears
to many eyes
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About 30 youth and advisors from churches in our
Association took part in a Day of Service on Saturday,
September 17. The group split into two teams and
worked on landscaping and other yard work at Hillview
Community Church in Baldwinsville and at the Regional
ABC/NYS office building in Jamesville. It was reported
that they did a great job at both places and it was much
appreciated! The group gathered for lunch and sharing
of their experience back at Fay Rd. Baptist in Westvale
following their work.

The Association continues to support and encouraged
the Youth Event Planning Committee to plan and carry
out group activities for teens in our association and
$ association budget funds help pay expenses for the youth
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& | . Our thanks to Youth Committee members: Rev. Paul

! " Bailey, Tebo Cossa, Christy Brownell, Kristy Whitt and
Rev. Jim Stone for organizing these events. The next
event for youth in our association will be a fun-filled
New Year's Eve Eve program to be held on Friday,
December 30.Watch for event details from the
I"#$ % & committee in November.
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e 0%&. ! help 8 youths from First Baptist Church of Syracuse go
1 m2m11 "3&& $$!( with others from the church to Kamanzi, Kenya in July
$ 4%% *$31%" 1 I to undertake a variety of mission tasks including
xop% 5 18 &'$ 671% ! teaching vacation bible school, setting up a library,

. distributing health supplies and clothing and other

S&  1%I( (% % %™ %™ hands-on projects. This was the last trip to their sister

8 &&4%(& '$ 9% 4&$™I( church in Kenya planned by First Baptist - they have
1&&" & completed the tasks agreed to originally - 10 years ago.

Commendations to FBC on a job well done.
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Remember our Association has adopted three
American Baptist Missionaries by sending financial
support and encouraging our churches to pray for and
stay informed on their needs and mission work.

The missionaries adopted by our Association are:
-Deliris Carrion Rosa in Haiti
+Wayne and Katherine Niles in the Congo

Both have New York State connections. Churches within
our Association may chose to add their individual church
support to these same missionaries or select other ones
based on their interest in a particular country, mission
station or missionary. Some churches already send
financial support to individual missionaries via
International Ministries and we hope that support will
continue and increase.
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At the request of the Advisory Council, an ad-hoc
committee of persons interested in the Lay Study
program, instructors and former Committee chair Tom
Cornell met in June to discuss how our association could
revitalize the Lay Study Program for churches and

individuals in our Association.

Participants agreed that a top priority was to schedule
the courses that some individuals needed to complete
their certifications. Secondly, those present felt strongly
that courses should be publicized widely and we should
continue to dispel the misunderstanding that only people
who are interestered in becoming lay pastors should take
these courses. That is one purpose of the courses, but
the leading purpose is enhancement, continuing
education and training for further development of lay
leaders in our churches.

A new committee to be chaired by Rev. Neil Strong will
be nominated and voted on at the Association's Fall
meeting.

Cover Photo: First Baptist Church of Weedsport, NY
founded in 1837. Pastor Tom Cornell.

Pastors willing and interested in serving as instructors
for any of the following courses in tipeogram should
contact Rev. Neil Strong at nstrong@twcny.rr.com -

Basic Christian Beliefs

Christian Education

Christian Ethics

Church Adminsitration

Church History

Introduction to Christian Counseling

Baptist Heritage

Ministry to Individuals

Ministry through the Small Church

New Testament

Old Testament

Preaching

Spiritual Development

Understanding Other Religious Training

Worship

In related news, the Iroquois Advisory Council
demonstrated its support of the Lay Study program by
voting to pay all instructors mileage from their home to
the class site at a rate of 50 cents a mile.

The course currently underway this semester is Christian
Education taught by Rev. Suzi Harriff on Monday
evenings at Eastwood Baptist.
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The Hudson Valley, the Mohawk Valley, the Broome,
Tioga/Waverly/Owego area - all have been hit hard by

flooding in recent months and help - both through
volunteers and through donations are needed.

To make a monetary donation flipoding disaster
relief in these areas, checks may be made payable to
ABC/NYS and mail tcABC/NYS, 5865 E. Seneca
Turnpike, Jamesville, NY 13078Monies will be
distributed to specific areas of need.

The need for helping hands and prayers continue for
pastors and their churches in most recently affected
areas: Rev. Steve Reynolds in Waverly at
jreynoldsl@stny.rr.com and Rev. Terry Steenberg in
Owego at gterrysteenburg@juno.com.

Contributions and offers of volunteers may also be made
to AB Men Disaster Relief- Contact John Tharp,
Director of operations at jtharpdisasterrelief@gmail.com
and contributions may be mailed to AB Men's treasurer,
Karl Hanson, 17 Linden Court, Clifton Park, NY 12065.




